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he International Journal of Medical Students (IJMS) is an open-access, peer-reviewed scientific 
journal (ISSN 2076-6327) that publishes original research in all fields of medicine. The Journal was 

created in 2009 to share the scientific production and experiences of medical students (i.e., MBBS 
students, MD students, DO students, MD/MSc students, MD/PhD students, etc.) and recently graduated 
physicians from all over the world. Our objective is to be the primary diffusion platform for early-career 
scientists, using standards that follow the process of scientific publication. 

The IJMS receives submissions where there is at least one author enrolled as a medical student in 
any medical school in the world or a recently graduated physician worldwide. For research articles, early-
career scientists must be accompanied by a senior researcher that must be also responsible for the 
research, guaranteeing the quality of the work. We publish Original Articles, Short Communications, 
Reviews, Case Reports, Interviews, Experiences, and Letters, which follow an innovative and unique two-
step, double-masked peer-review process, in brief: 

The first step of revisions is carried out by two Student Editors (medical students with 
publications indexed in the US National Library of Medicine (NLM) with the supervision of an 
Associate Editor. The aim of this step is to improve the quality of articles and identify those that 
can proceed to external peer-reviews. The second step of revisions is carried out by external peer-
reviewers who are researchers with publications indexed in the NLM related to the topic of the 
submission.  

The time between submission and final publication in most cases has been two to four months 
depending on the diligence of Peer-Reviewers and Authors. 

The International Journal of Medical Students is published online quarterly (March, June, October, 
December) by the University of Pittsburgh Library System, a member of the Open Access Scholarly 
Publishers Association, as part of its Pitt Open Library Publishing imprint. 

The journal main office is located in the United States of America (USA). Any publication, 
dissemination or distribution of the information included in the Journal is permitted if the source is cited 
(Int J Med Stud). 

The International Journal of Medical Students is indexed or abstracted in: Bielefeld Academic 
Search Engine (BASE), Dialnet Foundation (Dialnet), Directory of Open Access Journals (DOAJ), Directory 
of Research Journals Indexing, Elektronische Zeitschriftenbibliothek (EZB), e-Revistas, Geneva 
Foundation for Medical Education and Research, Google Scholar, Health InterNetwork (HINARI), Journal 
Seek Database, List of Publications that follow the International Committee of Medical Journal Editors 
(ICMJE), Mexican Index of LatinAmerican Biomedical Journals (IMBIOMED), NewJour, Open Academic 
Journals Index (OAJI), Online Computer Library Center (OCLC) WorldCat, Pubshub, Research Bible, 
Rubriq, SHERPA/RoMEO, Scientific Indexing Services (SIS), The e-Journal Gateway (J Gate), The Open 
Access Digital Library, Ulrich’s International Periodical Directory/Summon by Serial Solutions. 

T 

http://www.ijms.info/
https://portal.issn.org/resource/ISSN/2076-6327
https://ijms.info/IJMS/article/view/1092
https://ijms.info/IJMS/article/view/1092
https://www.library.pitt.edu/international-journal-medical-students
https://oaspa.org/
https://oaspa.org/
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The IJMS acceptance rate is 18% of the almost 350 annual submissions. Published  articles in 2021 
came from 32 different countries. The average days to a first decision is 14 days, 143 for acceptance, 
and 31 to decline a submission. The time between submission and final publication in most cases has 
been three to four months depending on the diligence of Peer-Reviewers and Authors. 

The journal's website got over 75 thousand visits only in 2021. The IJMS's reach includes a growing 
social media presence (more than 15,000 followers on Twitter, Facebook, Instagram, and LinkedIn). Only 
in the last 2 years, the Journal has been visited from nearly every place in the world (+190 countries). 
You can find more of the IJMS statistics here. 

The Journal and the Editorial Board are not responsible for the opinions expressed by the Authors 
of all materials published, nor do these represent the Official Policy or medical opinion of the Journal 
or the institutions with which they are affiliated unless otherwise stated. 

Open Access Policy 

This journal provides immediate open access to its content. Our publisher, the University Library 
System at the University of Pittsburgh, abides by the Budapest Open Access Initiative definition of Open 
Access to open access to peer-reviewed research literature as "(...) free availability on the public internet, 
permitting any users to read, download, copy, distribute, print, search, or link to the full texts of these 
articles, crawl them for indexing, pass them as data to software, or use them for any other lawful 
purpose, without financial, legal, or technical barriers other than those inseparable from gaining access 
to the internet itself. The only constraint on reproduction and distribution, and the only role for 
copyright in this domain, should be to give authors control over the integrity of their work and the right 
to be properly acknowledged and cited.” 

Furthermore, we encourage authors to post their pre-publication manuscript in institutional 
repositories or on their websites prior to and during the submission process, and to post the Publisher’s 
final formatted PDF version after publication. These practices benefit authors with productive exchanges 
as well as earlier and greater citation of published work. 

There are no article processing charges, submissions fees, or any other costs required of authors 
to submit, review or publish articles in the IJMS. 

Peer Review Process 

All papers submitted to the International Journal of Medical Students will undergo a two steps 
peer-reviewers process. The first step of revisions is carried by two anonymous Student Editors who will 
work together with one Associate Editor. In the second step, the manuscript will be reviewed by two 
anonymous reviewers (Editorial Board members, Associate Editors and/or invited reviewers with 
expertise in the subject matter). Authors will remain anonymous to all the referees. 

The IJMS review process guarantees and supports the quality and validity of the work published at 
the IJMS. Reviewers are given three weeks to complete their tasks. 

Reviewers and editors are obliged to retain the contents as privileged and confidential until 
publication. The Editor in Chief and the Editorial Board will have final authority over an article's suitability 
for publication. 

The IJMS also strive towards the training of a new generation of Editors and Peer-reviewers 
promoting different training strategies among our Editorial Team that includes the Web of Science 
Academy courses and the Committee on Publication Ethics (COPE) courses available to its members 
(IJMS is a member of COPE). 

http://www.ijms.info/
https://twitter.com/theijms
https://www.facebook.com/TheIJMS/
https://instagram.com/theijms
https://www.linkedin.com/company/international-journal-of-medical-students?originalSubdomain=co
https://ijms.info/IJMS/statistics
https://webofscienceacademy.clarivate.com/learn
https://webofscienceacademy.clarivate.com/learn
https://publicationethics.org/members/international-journal-medical-students
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Archiving 

This journal utilizes the LOCKSS system to create a distributed archiving system among 
participating libraries and permits those libraries to create permanent archives of the journal for 
purposes of preservation and restoration. 

License 

 
New articles in this journal are licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International License. 

 

Editorial Office: 
1400 Locust Street  
Suite 3103  
Pittsburgh, PA 15219.  
United States of America (USA)  
Tel.: 413-232-7884  
Fax: 412-232-8966 

All full-text articles are available at: www.ijms.info 
e-ISSN 2076-6327 (Online) 

 
The International Journal of Medical Students is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International License. 
Issued in Pittsburgh, PA, USA. 

http://www.ijms.info/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://www.ijms.info/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/


 

Int J Med Stud   •   2022  |  Jan-Mar  |  Vol  10  |  Issue 1 
                             DOI 10.5195/ijms.2022.1416  |  ijms.info  

7 

 

 
Table of Contents                Page  
 
Editorial 
Medical Student Research Journals: The International Journal of Medical Students (IJMS) 
Legacy 
Kiera Liblik, Patricio Garcia-Espinosa, Ahmed Nahian, Surobhi Chatterjee, Mihnea-Alexandru Găman, Ciara Egan, Juan C. 
Puyana, Francisco J. Bonilla-Escobar. 

 9 

War on Ukraine: Impact on Ukrainian Medical Students 
Bahadar Singh Srichawla, Mohammad Amin Khazeei Tabari, Mihnea-Alexandru Găman, Alejandro Munoz-Valencia, 
Francisco J. Bonilla-Escobar. 

 15 

Original Article 
Reliability and Discriminant Validity of a Checklist for Surgical Scrubbing, Gowning and 
Gloving 
Stephen P. Canton, Christine E. Foley, Isabel Fulcher, Laura K. Newcomb, Noah Rindos, Nicole M. Donnellan. 

 18 

Reliability Generalization of the Medical Student Stressor Questionnaire 
Mason A. Montano, Samuel A. Montano, Jennifer L. Harrison, Trisha M. Kivisalu. 

 25 

Teachers’ View on Online Classes during the COVID-19 Lockdown – A Cross-Sectional Study 
Andrew Thomas, Mohan T. Shenoy, Kotacherry T. Shenoy, Sruthi Suresh Kumar, Aboobakker Sidheeque, C. Khovidh, 
Jayakumar Parameshwaran Pillai, Pramod Murukan Pillai, Shana Sherin CH, Anna Mathew, Twinkle Zakkir, Sreelakshmi 
Dileep, Victory Mekha, Sony Raju, Mohammed Junaid K, Sivendu P. 

 32 

Predictors of Early (0-7 Days) and Late (8-30 Days) Readmission in a Cohort of Acute Coronary 
Syndrome Patients 
George Cholack, Joshua Garfein, Rachel Krallman, Delaney Feldeisen, Daniel Montgomery, Eva Kline-Rogers, Geoffrey D. 
Barnes, Kim Eagle, Melvyn Rubenfire, Sherry Bumpus. 

 38 

Clinical Elective Choices and Motivations for Future Career Specialty Selection of Medical 
School Trainees and Junior Doctors of the University of the West Indies, Jamaica 
Jean Williams Johnson, Leohrandra Graham, Eric Williams, Colleen Campbell, Nidhi Thomas, Maxine Gossell-Williams. 

 49 

Medical Student Teleconferencing Experiences and Financial Status: A Cross-Sectional Survey 
Ivy A. Huang, Yasmeen Dhindsa, Alina J. Chen, James Wu, Justin P. Wagner, Areti Tillou Formosa Chen. 

 56 

Assessing Medical Students’ Self-Perceived Preparedness to Care for Gender Diverse Patients: 
A Survey Study 
Kyra L. Bonasia, Allie Morgan, Christina Grace Solomon, Ella A. Damiano. 

 63 

 

International Journal of Medical Students 
Year 2022 • Months Jan-Mar • Volume 10 • Issue 1 

Int J Med Stud. 2022 Jan-Mar; 10(1) 

http://www.ijms.info/


 

Int J Med Stud   •   2022  |  Jan-Mar  |  Vol  10  |  Issue 1 
                             DOI 10.5195/ijms.2022.1416  |  ijms.info  

8 

 

 

Short Communication 
Rationalizing the Pediatric Emergency Department Workload: An Epidemiological Profile of 
Presentations Before and During the COVID-19 Pandemic 
Hannah Farley, Helen Bennett, Sahana Rao. 

 69 

 

Review 
Childhood Effects of Prenatal and Postnatal Exposure to Mercurial Skin Lightening Agents. 
Literature Review 
Rebecca Murerwa, Fidel Gwala, Thomas Amuti, Mary Muange. 

 74 

 

Case Report 
Dyke-Davidoff-Masson Syndrome: A Case Report 
Gaurav M. Urs, Hitesh R. Doddabele. 

 82 

 

Experience 
Eye-Opening Medical Missions 
Ethan Waisberg. 

 86 

Medical Interns as Volunteers in the COVID-19 Vaccination Drives in the Philippines 
Ian Christopher N. Rocha, Kimberly G. Ramos, Alyssa A. Solaiman-Balt, Trisha Denise D. Cedeño. 

 89 

Experience in a Palliative Care Unit in a Mexican Tertiary Level Hospital. 
Patricio García-Espinosa. 

 92 

A Medical Student’s Perspective on the Growing Importance of Telemedicine / 
Telerehabilitation 
Sung-Hoon Park, Nuray Yozbatiran. 

 95 

The Student Dermatology Clinic for the Underserved: A Service-Learning Model to Promote 
Skin Health Equity 
Bansri M. Patel, Victoria Humphrey, Alaina J. James. 

 98 

ASPIRE - A Journey from Intuition to Innovation 
Alhad Mulkalwar.  

 101 

 

International Journal of Medical Students 
Year 2022 • Months Jan-Mar • Volume 10 • Issue 1 

Int J Med Stud. 2022 Jan-Mar; 10(1) 

http://www.ijms.info/

