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@he International Journal of Medical Students (UMS) is an open-access, peer-reviewed scientific
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created in 2009 to share the scientific production and experiences of medical students (ie, MBBS
students, MD students, DO students, MD/MSc students, MD/PhD students, etc.) and recently graduated
physicians (<3 years into practice) from all over the world. Our objective is to be the primary diffusion
platform for early-career scientists, using standards that follow the process of scientific publication.

The /MS receives submissions where there is at least one author enrolled as a medical student in
any medical school in the world or a recently graduated physician worldwide. For research articles, early-
career scientists must be accompanied by a senior researcher that must be also responsible for the
research, guaranteeing the quality of the work. We publish Original Articles, Short Communications,
Reviews, Case Reports, Interviews, Experiences, and Letters, which follow an innovative and unique two-
step, double-masked peer-review process, in brief:

The first step of revisions is carried out by two Student Editors (medical students with
publications indexed in the US National Library of Medicine (NLM) with the supervision of an
Associate Editor. The aim of this step is to improve the quality of articles and identify those that
can proceed to external peer-reviews. The second step of revisions is carried out by external peer-
reviewers who are researchers with publications indexed in the NLM related to the topic of the
submission.

The time between submission and final publication in most cases has been two to four months
depending on the diligence of Peer-Reviewers and Authors.

The International Journal of Medical Students is published online quarterly (March, June, October,
December) by the University of Pittsburgh Library System, a member of the Open Access Scholarly
Publishers Association, as part of its Pitt Open Library Publishing imprint.

The journal main office is located in the United States of America (USA). Any publication,
dissemination or distribution of the information included in the Journal is permitted if the source is cited
(Int J Med Stud).

The International Journal of Medical Students is indexed or abstracted in: Bielefeld Academic
Search Engine (BASE), Dialnet Foundation (Dialnet), Directory of Open Access Journals (DOAJ), Directory
of Research Journals Indexing, Elektronische Zeitschriftenbibliothek (EZB), e-Revistas, Geneva
Foundation for Medical Education and Research, Google Scholar, Health InterNetwork (HINARI), Journal
Seek Database, List of Publications that follow the International Committee of Medical Journal Editors
(ICMJE), Mexican Index of LatinAmerican Biomedical Journals (IMBIOMED), NewJour, Open Academic
Journals Index (OAJI), Online Computer Library Center (OCLC) WorldCat, Pubshub, Research Bible,
Rubrig, SHERPA/RoOMEO, Scientific Indexing Services (SIS), The e-Journal Gateway (J Gate), The Open
Access Digital Library, Ulrich’s International Periodical Directory/Summon by Serial Solutions.
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The IJMS acceptance rate in 2022 was 27.5% of the almost 502 submissions. Published articles in
2022 came from 34 different countries. The average days to a first decision is 4 days, 117 for acceptance,
and 10 days to decline a submission. The time between submission and final publication in most cases
has been three to four months depending on the diligence of Peer-Reviewers and Authors.

The journal's website got over 269 thousand visits only in 2022. The ZJMS's reach includes a growing
social media presence (more than 20,000 followers on Twitter, Facebook, Instagram, YouTube, and

LinkedIn). Only in the last year, the Journal has been visited from nearly every place in the world (+190
countries). You can find more of the ZJMS statistics here.

The Journal and the Editorial Board are not responsible for the opinions expressed by the Authors
of all materials published, nor do these represent the Official Policy or medical opinion of the Journal
or the institutions with which they are affiliated unless otherwise stated.

Open Access Policy

This journal provides immediate open access to its content. Our publisher, the University Library
System at the University of Pittsburgh, abides by the Budapest Open Access Initiative definition of Open
Access to open access to peer-reviewed research literature as "(...) free availability on the public internet,
permitting any users to read, download, copy, distribute, print, search, or link to the full texts of these
articles, crawl them for indexing, pass them as data to software, or use them for any other lawful
purpose, without financial, legal, or technical barriers other than those inseparable from gaining access
to the internet itself. The only constraint on reproduction and distribution, and the only role for
copyright in this domain, should be to give authors control over the integrity of their work and the right
to be properly acknowledged and cited.”

Furthermore, we encourage authors to post their pre-publication manuscript in institutional
repositories or on their websites prior to and during the submission process, and to post the Publisher’s
final formatted PDF version after publication. These practices benefit authors with productive exchanges
as well as earlier and greater citation of published work.

There are no article processing charges, submissions fees, or any other costs required of authors
to submit, review or publish articles in the UMS.

Peer Review Process

All papers submitted to the International Journal of Medical Students will undergo a two steps
peer-reviewers process. The first step of revisions is carried by two anonymous Student Editors who will
work together with one Associate Editor. In the second step, the manuscript will be reviewed by two
anonymous reviewers (Editorial Board members, Associate Editors and/or invited reviewers with
expertise in the subject matter). Authors will remain anonymous to all the referees.

The IJMS review process guarantees and supports the quality and validity of the work published at
the JMS. Reviewers are given three weeks to complete their tasks.

Reviewers and editors are obliged to retain the contents as privileged and confidential until
publication. The Editor in Chief and the Editorial Board will have final authority over an article's suitability
for publication.

The IJMS also strive towards the training of a new generation of Editors and Peer-reviewers
promoting different training strategies among our Editorial Team that includes the Web of Science
Academy courses and the Committee on Publication Ethics (COPE) courses available to its members
(UMSis a member of COPE).
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